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SHAPING SPACES, INSPIRING LIFESTYLES

Urban developpement of the  
„Metzeschmelz“

From steel factory to city factory

21/10/2023
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L o c a t i o n

The site and its history

The Esch-Schifflange site is located 
on the territory of 2 municipalities

91 % 9 %

Total area: 62,9 ha
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History of the site

• 1869: the ironworks company Metz & Cie. bought Berwart Castle and the Schlassgoart, 

the entrepreneurs Metz and Tesch move into the newly renovated castle.

• 1871: the first blast furnace of the new plant goes into operation, 2 more shortly 

afterwards

• 1913: modernisation of the plant, construction of a new wire rolling mill,

• 1950s: the old blast furnaces are gradually replaced by new ones

• 1994: Commissioning of the electric steel plant with an annual production capacity of 

530,000 tonnes of steel

• 2011: Decision to shut down plant indefinitely, only wire rod mill still operated until October 

2012
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History of the site

• 2 February 2016: Official statement on the closure of the plant by AM. 

• 6 February 2016: MoU - State/ArcelorMittal/Agora - Agora commissioned to conduct a 

feasibility study on the revitalisation of the Esch-Schifflingen industrial site. 

• 2018: Completion of the feasibility study (with the participation of more than 100 experts), 

the aim of the study was to develop "various ecological, cultural, economic and spatial 

planning scenarios to serve as a basis for the future development of a new urban district 

on the former production site"

•  29 March - 3 April 2019: Urban planning competition with four international teams 

specialising in the development and realisation of large-scale urban projects on former 

industrial sites

• Workshop procedure with public participation with the aim; to jointly define the guidelines 

for the new urban district and to develop structured proposals. 
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O r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s
Design workshop

• Call for candidates with over twenty expressions of interest

• Pre-selection of 10 candidates who presented themselves to the selection panel

• Selection of 4 international and multidisciplinary teams

• Invitation of these 4 teams to a 1-week on-site workshop process

• Competition with a final decision at the end of the week

• Organisation of a public participation workshop and regular public presentations 

of interim results (3 evenings)

• Public display of the results of the public participation workshop
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1st place

3rd place

2nd place

4th place

R e s u l t s
Design workshop
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R e s u l t s
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P r i n c i p l e s
Urban vision
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S t r a t e g i e s
Urban vision

A frame of urban nature 
and a network of habitats

Preserve and reuse by giving 
existing structures new life

A walkable network of 
healthy spaces

Interconnected mobility 
for car-free streets

Dense mix of buildings and 
functions, adapted to context

Sustain circularity an symbiotic
ressource flows
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S t a d f a b r i k
Urban vision
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P r e s e r v e  a n d  r e u s e  b y  g i v i n g  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  n e w  l i f e
Urban vision

Verdichtung über Tageslicht Aktivierung derFassaden durch
öffentliche Räume

Duerchgang
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I n t e r c o n n e c t e d  m o b i l i t y  f o r  c a r - f r e e  s t r e e t s
Urban vision

Tram

Bus

Zuch

nationalen Vëlowee

Facility Hubs / Accèsen fir d’Autoen

Delivery Loop
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A c t u a l  p l a n n e d  s p a c e  p r o g r a m m e

Current planned gross floor area :   +/- 800,000 m2 

of which:
Residential (30 % subsidised)                min. 50 %
• Office space       +/-  15 %
• Craft enterprises (small businesses)       +/- 5 %
• Trade and gastronomy              1 %
• Public facilities       +/- 10 %
• Mobility hubs        +/- 10 %
• Other uses               9 %

Actually re-evaluated by an additional study of urban programmation

Urban vision
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D e n s e  m i x  o f  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s ,  a d a p t e d  t o  c o n t e x t
Urban vision

12-17 Stw.

8 Stw.

7 Stw.

6 Stw.

5 Stw.

4 Stw.

2-3 Stw.
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Urban vision
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


